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about his methods. He had had many peeps behind the scenes
and an interesting situation had gradually unfolded itself before
his wondering eyes. In the autumn of 1874 he felt convinced
that the great Chancellor's position was only maintained by
deep strategy and cunning. He fully appreciated the nobility of
his designs but could not follow him in the unscrupulousness of
his methods. The only explanation that occurred to him was
this. As absolute power and security of tenure were necessary
to his success, Bismarck had no scruples in using any means to
attain them. He must have had many amazing experiences
before committing himself to this opinion. He had heard time
and again from Bismarck that not the least difficulty he had to
face was the indecision and love of procrastination of the
Emperor in his struggle with the aristocracy and the church and
by the end of 1874 Russell thought he could discern the methods
which Bismarck had used to overcome this opposition. He had
prepared the way by making himself leader of the National
Liberals and by associating himself with the military
party.

Grateful though he knew the Emperor to be personally, he
knew he was surrounded by influences antagonistic to himself.
The Empress and the Imperial family might at any time secure
his dismissal. From the moment of his becoming the leader of
the National Liberals the aristocracy had little cause to support a
statesman who had abandoned them for a "revolutionary party"
and the church was the most formidable foe of all. But Bismarck
was ready. He now began the strange manoeuvres which Russell
watched with such amazement, and which culminated in his
"compromise" on the Army Bill. The Emperor's suspicions
were aroused against the most unlikely persons, mysterious hints
appeared in the papers that the Empress was secretly supporting
the Church against the State and that the Crown Prince was
impatiently awaiting the succession.

The machinery of the old government had to be changed to
fit the needs of the new empire and as these changes had been
made one by one Lord Odo Russell observed that they all tended
to enhance the power and establish the indispensability of
Bismarck. He submitted for the Emperor's proposal of a German
House of Peers a Bundesrat of his own creation, "which he
composed of representatives of minor German states selected